
 Insights from Outside
An Update from the NRC

December 2018

The NRC Welcomes Lisa Moore, Our New 
Environmental Education & Outreach Coordinator

This month, the NRC welcomes Lisa Moore as our new
Environmental Education and Outreach Coordinator. Here is a
message from Lisa to introduce herself:

Hello and happy December! I am a Wellesley resident with a
passion for environmental education and conservation. I have been
a science educator teaching biology and environmental science to
students in kindergarten through college for more than 20 years. I'm
currently a teacher naturalist for Mass Audubon's Broadmoor
Wildlife Sanctuary and the Naturalist in Residence at Pine Hill
Elementary School in Sherborn. In addition to my work as an
educator, I also write for the Wellesley Hometown Weekly, with a

focus on town events and nature themed articles. In my new role with the NRC, I look forward
to sharing information about our environmental education and conservation efforts, and will
help develop programs that support the NRC mission and goals. We welcome your ideas and
comments. You can call me, 781-431-1019 ext. 2290, or email lmoore@wellesleyma.gov.

NRC Project Updates & Announcements

Vernal Pool Boardwalk Construction to Begin
Soon!  
The NRC project to enhance the vernal pool at the North 40 will

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hUYLY_Wmpf8fxzeNAruqadjmbpXYyKMDZ89bqpMDJpJiwkYyu3rUZwC7zDevunDuRS33y13GcIRhZoqOmab01ne7uWqMS6KVFq6P9jM9ulvLlPe5RbjhvwFMItVG0dSkSsBHoRdALCirNd33te2tJ6GYW5-TovbzUU-1dtiIXXK6DYyvC_L-yg==&c=&ch=
http://ui.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1106908381070&p=oi
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1106908381070&ea=&a=1131763197308


Panel at "Saving Our Ponds," on 
October 18, 2018.

break ground in the next few weeks. The project will feature a
boardwalk and educational signage that will be accessible from
Turner Road. Volunteer opportunities will be posted soon! Many
thanks to the Community Preservation Committee for providing
funding for this project.

Click here to learn more about vernal pools and why it's so
important to protect them.

Wellesley Residents Learn About
Health of Our Ponds at NRC Forum
At our October forum "Saving Our Ponds," residents
got a comprehensive view of our watershed and how
we can all help maintain the health of the nine major
ponds in Wellesley. Speakers were Julie Dyer Wood,
Director of Projects for the Charles River Watershed
Association; Morses Pond Manager Ken Wagner of
Water Resources Services; and Richard Howell,
President of Friends of Morses Pond and the
Wetlands Protection Committee. This forum was co-sponsored by the Wellesley Department
of Public Works, Recreation Department, Sustainable Wellesley, Friends of Morses Pond,
and the Friends of Brookside.

Click here to watch the presentation
Click here to read audience questions answered by experts

Want an easy way to cut pollution and improve our air in
Wellesley?
Just turn the key and be idle free! Turning off your car engine saves fuel and decreases
harmful emissions. Some important facts about idling:

Two minutes of idling uses as much gas as driving one mile, and every gallon of gas
used when idling produces 17 pounds of CO2, a dangerous greenhouse gas.
There is no need to idle to warm up your car! Driving actually warms up your car faster
than idling.
Ten seconds of idling wastes more fuel than restarting the engine.
It's illegal in Massachusetts to idle for more than five minutes. There's a $100 fine for
the first offense, $500 for subsequent offenses.
Three pounds of pollution per month are generated by every vehicle dropping off and
picking up kids at school. Turn your engine off to decrease pollution.
More than 40 hazardous pollutants are emitted from engine exhaust. Air pollution is one
of the leading triggers of asthma attacks. Air pollution effects children more than adults,
children breathe 50% more air per pound of body weight than adults.

Wellesley NRC Joins Coalition on Gas Leaks

The NRC has been working to better understand the pervasive

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hUYLY_Wmpf8fxzeNAruqadjmbpXYyKMDZ89bqpMDJpJiwkYyu3rUZ0UvhahVTfBE-S6aTrwHdlxajmDqg6oZYhVFOAcdr05Ti_0b070bbvbJZLj9pLU5tOV6o45mE2Yhiq5yAfJmy_fpghWImwFlPhX47EgQT6NwQiLfH03VAF2w3Q6Dr-939boDVcoBWTeichvqpe_9jt4UqnpnCOAC1zJGedeE6LFs335U9PQesdc=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hUYLY_Wmpf8fxzeNAruqadjmbpXYyKMDZ89bqpMDJpJiwkYyu3rUZ_HkEbY0ZYXo6N_un25e1xKPTxvX8gi_yS5xmCe1V9wAlHtvUmKBQ3hkK2jipKZk85K_s9QkIWcC0HquhiucQbvaaSB8xcyVN3uapSeSlLLfAj3eqbADxlNTxAc6JQX3eHqzw6BBKexbIEJSBpSh75oWKzNPa8VhiXVZaxTu-hiQX1KnVBodbr9K62KCUXbeW8M3KPKoLlBp&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hUYLY_Wmpf8fxzeNAruqadjmbpXYyKMDZ89bqpMDJpJiwkYyu3rUZ0T4S-E1vcCEZrYrzR2RmMJ8ZE9g3QtRrzQ8F8pvhihzyVBcyKxQ-DZspq0uoezUVl3S3stbvMklK5VZSTOUGnriclvETdEaWRrL8JtiGEJpYxzZX4m_jO12heAv7Pfa1K3zDw4E_yBzf0LCMtmcixuU-YCT5r9c_zgh4hwffiVAEYGqH2Yc_w1iLNXF-LoU6eEqV9xT3l9ttsSE3ZPdLOM4noYomqF29O8pMftc3Qf9mmQdTF5p2vN16CfRb23lYgNyEYb0-UmXN0gUPE6qEt9SyX3MONwLsr1RSflT6cYvEEpBoGHQ9WyNeUyWIP0Qfw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hUYLY_Wmpf8fxzeNAruqadjmbpXYyKMDZ89bqpMDJpJiwkYyu3rUZ4C_92kh35UMdgQppujrefNfUGYAQB0G9Z4zY0Sxvogfl0WgkdGs7hCbRQeuZPDatxP1E7Jss0fdmm7YmWG40incMNqMc61SVRZfjUzRcu1Fa56o61Z-GjzeHH0Ph_DI8s32hA1_dJk-NDFUSe5Fw7JLvKuy7tuVJv7Vfu3mr_ojeS5oa64iEkLVtgWD2KZzkyMnaleGMEfa&c=&ch=


problem of more than 200 gas leaks from deteriorating pipes in
Wellesley. We know that these leaks are adversely affecting our
health, our environment, and our public shade trees. This
fall, NRC board member Lise Olney and Town Engineer Dave
Hickey have been attending meetings convened by the
Metropolitan Area Planning Council, HEET, and Mothers Out
Front to allow representatives from various towns to discuss
common concerns about the handling of gas leaks by National
Grid. The goal is to come up with a list of requests to present to
National Grid to improve and accelerate the gas leak repair

process.

Meanwhile, the NRC also submitted written testimony to the Joint Committee on
Telecommunications, Utilities and Energy (TUE) at the State House, for an oversight hearing
on gas safety held on Tuesday, December 11, 2018. Click here to read the NRC
testimony.

News From Our Partners

Town of Wellesley Receives Award
This month, the Town of Wellesley was awarded a
Leading by Example Award by the Commonwealth
in recognition of the town's clean energy and
environmental efforts, including the innovative surplus
food recovery program developed by the Sustainable
Energy Committee, the MLP's solar initiative, and the
Facilities Management Division's efforts to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions in municipal buildings by
24 percent over the past ten years. 

New Video on Municipal Light Plant
Streetlight Project
Town Communications Manager Stephanie
Hawkinson just completed a great new video with
Wellesley Media about the streetlight retrofit project
undertaken by the Wellesley Municipal Light Plant.
The streetlight retrofit will cut 1,025,959 kilowatt-hours
of electricity every year, equivalent to taking 152
regular-sized passenger vehicles off the road. The MLP allowed some high-pressure sodium
fixtures to remain in environmentally sensitive areas at the request of the NRC.

Watch the video to learn more about this exciting improvement project

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hUYLY_Wmpf8fxzeNAruqadjmbpXYyKMDZ89bqpMDJpJiwkYyu3rUZ0UvhahVTfBEAvM5uOsih-iWlQa1SoHm5v1cpblRyy2JpMCTnFfpqQ7Z1orbhkkDL0lJ4jj-ESA1KqaPzWHY_1pajP93wAmZxfuk3HQ5Dv1riBLFCCevTnE_RLCSdcM9UmLZ5mGGfMZhZu_LdHr7PMl-np7NbNhR4dV4RV4-OrMGhuMR0UVCUmYjxtUvMQHviHXnw2T9OoX8kI3rJTt91jFMsj1-uU44Ul62aBAPTP0Miv5yxX4-n4m8YYsN9hxBoyuAfEIXgI_DaRpUGEEwTGhh_HaZko9b9FK_W83vHs3g&c=&ch=
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hUYLY_Wmpf8fxzeNAruqadjmbpXYyKMDZ89bqpMDJpJiwkYyu3rUZ0UvhahVTfBEtTWNNZQNDtxghMg_UKVctZFgW8Fe-SL_DahQ5lGmEwWP4c8468TER76-pS75v88fx1VAU2tNUmB4V6_SNHaUuoa9jYsNwgMQt2s1fZKBcv4=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hUYLY_Wmpf8fxzeNAruqadjmbpXYyKMDZ89bqpMDJpJiwkYyu3rUZ0UvhahVTfBEdtur-cwsxcNLgXY4RmEqNrSClDN0LRtxv4q3CA3-EJWM8VHGARNPaRO0ve9JY8ThNFA8Odqy1r8dVFCxH6fbpEBOJc7MpSAdHDcSii3EeGait7srci9HUQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hUYLY_Wmpf8fxzeNAruqadjmbpXYyKMDZ89bqpMDJpJiwkYyu3rUZ4C_92kh35UMVj3OUfPTsGHaYidjYC1GXzGbc-yuWM3tqnTwN6DLm-3mWHqdCnhV9FpMSEcyxgV90MLK9n2p_an_r2u3BBSMT_1OvYW23VQYikjdxXnD6hgMim7lG1byoUMrkChGPw_rrSKB7mhBhNSUqyYEmvt6OsaeA5KUiwD-11MjFZszxdZulSQD-TO-L4NaIocnq8TXeZTdZmER_PTMPI7c3mdh-miwhVD-l5lLMCjy32YEnGh2fGzzR2bt2ImPCorrnmsfMvJOVkZJXy9rT4qhLRX2ZNsIt2WYz1uf&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hUYLY_Wmpf8fxzeNAruqadjmbpXYyKMDZ89bqpMDJpJiwkYyu3rUZ0UvhahVTfBEF8BiGHkP1vbAV-bXj8HTHKuKTPe2Y0aLKF4G6x0jkb3iJG6khNRxgQ-VsSuXcxnj4yqBFN8xzfd699S67W40QphVn3TyCycrEtXRFaHyj1u_emmbvLp_v3vFRcD3pPYCoVCYf51Q_Gg=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hUYLY_Wmpf8fxzeNAruqadjmbpXYyKMDZ89bqpMDJpJiwkYyu3rUZ0UvhahVTfBEAtVdjelidwPN3wDsWruxpmRRmf0NY2D0Ss99oNV09N23UX4_PNhKbcjOgLDQT4ttycpDi8VhQtUPgIs9cOP2SiXlVoxOM0NnT2rOcHiiwe8BpktQTTJlB9H96jMPN7zRA4JrcyYAnA4XOwMKvgLWpJnViJR33vsOgN9pxyrc2Rg=&c=&ch=


Upcoming Events

NRC events and those of NRC committees appear in bold.

December 13, 2018, 7 pm - Wetlands Protection Committee meeting. 
December 19, 2018, 1 pm - Home Energy Savings Seminar, at the Tolles-Parsons
Center (500 Washington Street), sponsored by the Sustainable Energy Committee.
December 20, 2018, 7 pm - NRC meeting. Location TBD.
January 3, 2019, 7 pm - NRC meeting. Location TBD.
January 11, 2019 - Last day to pick up nomination papers from the Town Clerk's office
to run for town-wide office.
January 17, 2019, 7 pm - NRC meeting. Location TBD.
January 25, 2019 - Last day to pick up nomination papers to run for Town Meeting.
Save the Date: Town Election, March 5, 2019, 7 am to 8 pm.
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